THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-PACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
In view of the considerable influence which the bishops had
exercised in the cities since the 7th century, we are obliged to
conclude that the urban institutions had lapsed into a state of
decadence ;*and doubtless whatever they had been able to preserve
of their curiae disappeared in the midst of this anarchy.
The urban life which had been maintained by the influence of
commerce was obliterated. The Mediterranean sources of com-
merce, which the invasions of the 5th century had not seriously
affected, were dried up now that the sea was closed.
It is characteristic of the times that the great senatorial families
which had furnished the ecclesiastical personnel of the dioceses
and die great lay officers of the administration became increasingly
rare in this profoundly changed environment.1 It is evident that
from the middle of the yth century society was becoming rapidly
de-Romanized, and the process was complete, or nearly so, by
the beginning of the 8th century. It was the same population, but
it was no longer the same civilization.
There is evidence to this effect. According to the Vita of Saint
Didier of Cahors (§ 655), the city, which was flourishing under
his episcopacy, fell into a condition of atrophy after his death.2
Similarly, Lyons, where there was still one great merchant in 601,
fell into a frightful state of decadence, which had reached its
maximum when, about 800, Leidrad wrote his report to Charle-
magne.^
The anarchy which descended upon Gaul in consequence of the
decadence of the royal power led to the dismemberment of the
country. From 675-680 Aquitaine became a separate duchy, with
a life of its own.
On the other hand, Austrasia—which had not been affected by
the disappearance of commerce and of the cities, where the royal
administration was less highly developed, and where society gravi-
1	The last mention of a person of senatorial rank in Gaul dates from the
beginning of the 8th century. lot, phster and ganshof, op. tit., p. 311, No, 69.
2	Ed. POtttABDIN, p. 56.	•
8 covule, Recherches sur Vhistoire de Lyon, 1928, p. 283.
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